Secularization in Western Countries

A current interpretation of this phenomenon maintains that that it goes back to 
the whole development of Christianity and Western society  since many centuries ago. 
Just to highlight some moments that could be referred to:
The very beginning of the Christian Roman Empire (in its various phase of revival)


(the attempt to build up a Christian society somehow means the secularization of the faith)


The very beginning of a systematic theological thinking on the basis of reasonable faith


(see the objection in Nicaea against the non biblical terms)


The hard struggle of the two ‘supreme authorities’ in the Christian society


(Both authorities being sacred in principle)

The crisis of sacrednesses 

(that of the pope by Protestantism that of the monarchy by the killing of the England’s king)


The struggle between two opposite Christianities 


(start of a state above religious confessions as guarantee for citizens)

The growing of a new global idea of the state as the only ‘legitimate’ authority


(the religions under tutorship of the state / they do have autonomous rights and privileges) 


The idea that religions is a transitory and exhausted dimension od mankind

(Let it die / make it die as soon as possible)

a)  some specific characters of the Christian faith itself as a permanent element that stimulate a secularized view of society and cosmos,
The radical critics to religion in Jesus’ Gospel
Following the critics of all idolatries of the Bible

The disconcerting experience of Jesus crucified

The description of Christianity in the Letter to Diognetus

b) some specific characters of the development of the Western modern societies that supposed both to  replace or to reshape the Christian heritage, however maintaining some ties with its tradition;
The rationalistic critical approach to the Christian revelation

The creation of a ‘new’ Christian faith


The faith in a minimum of truths that could be reached even by reason


The threshold of a new reason, a reason that alone deserves faith

The rationalistic critical approach to the Bible
The relevance of the historical dimension as ultimate horizon

The reduction of the Bible to a common history (Thomasius - ? - Lessing)

The gospel ‘revealed’ by reason to the traditional faith


The reduction of faith to a pure moral codex of habits and ethical behaviors (Schweitzer)


Nothing is historically certain in the Bible and in Christianity

(The different phases) (Ardusso)

c) some  specific trends of contemporary Western societies that suppose either to have definitively ousted any religious appeal and necessity
Preliminary question point: is secularization the resulting process of a failure or shortages of Christianity?

For sure this plays a role, however


The insurgences of utopian perspectives which do without any reference to religion

Yet present themselves as fully accomplishing what religion might ever afford 


See the utopia of the welfare state 


See the political utopias of the 20th century that supposed the state satisfying any requirements 


The exclusion of any perspective beyond this world

or to can afford a new perspective of the religious dimension which has no more relation with Christianity.
Self-managed religions
Religions of man’s potentialities

Bogoiskatel’stvo / Bosgostroitel’stvo

God is me

Religions of liberation from religions

New generations cut off from any tradition

Revivals of natural and cosmic religions (na)

Christian traditions, however, seems to show an interesting capacity not only of surviving the secularized era being already inculturated in it,
The case of democracy – liberty – religion 
(from exclusion to inclusion)

Reinterpretation of Xp inside the civilization of liberty and modernity

Religion did not disappear as supposed

On the contrary, new revivals of religion dimensions 

but to became the point of reference for its spiritual future too.
The new quest of ‘civil’ religion
The anew becoming Christians
The new look of the contemporary believers: the principle of responsibility

To whom should we go, Mater?

Accepting this general standpoint, the lecture will stress in particular three main roots: a)  some specific characters of the Christian faith itself as a permanent element that stimulate a secularized view of society and cosmos, b) some specific characters of the development of the Western modern societies that supposed both to  replace or to reshape the Christian heritage, however maintaining some ties with its tradition; c) some  specific trends of contemporary Western societies that suppose either to have definitively ousted any religious appeal and necessity or to can afford a new perspective of the religious dimension which has no more relation with Christianity. Christian traditions, however, seems to show an interesting capacity not only of surviving the secularized era being already inculturated in it, but to became the point of reference for its spiritual future too.

